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DAYTON, Ohio- Longtime local television and video producer Glenn Walters never 
threw anything away. 
Now he's giving away his expansive archive of films, videos and other electronic media 
materials to the Uruversity of Dayton's library. 
"It's a collection that will help document the 20th century in America and provide 
snapshots of local history," according to Ed Garten, dean of libraries at UD. 
The material includes footage of the 1913 Dayton flood, perhaps the largest collection of 
bicycle material in the world, interviews with Apollo 1 astronaut Edward White and local 
corporate giants David Rike and John Berry Sr., and clips of aviation history dating back to 
1905. In addition, Walters is donating a reproduction of the first film Thomas Edison ever 
produced - the famous short clip of two men dancing to the serenade of a violinist. 
Included in the scores of boxes of film and reels are two vintage cameras, a 1910 hand-
cranked 35-millimeter wooden camera and a 1950s model, both of which will be given to 
Carillon Park. Once the collection is digitized and archived, the park will create a series of 
retrospectives that will be displayed on kiosks, beginning as early as the fall, according to 
Walters. 
"I bought the older camera 40 years ago from NCR and have strong reason to believe it 
shot the bulk of the 1913 flood film," says Walters, media executive-in-residence at the 
University of Dayton, who sold his 45-year-old video production comp~y Valdhere Inc. to 
Cincinnati-based Curtis Inc. last fall. "Two lead canisters of nitrate film chronicling the flood 
were with the camera." 
The collection also includes home movies and other film clips of Ed White, the first man 
to walk in space. Walters' childhood friend died on Jan. 27, 1961, when a fire erupted on the 
launch pad during a pre-flight test for the Apollo 1 moon mission. On the local front, Walters' 
work includes tapes from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and most of the major companies in 
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southwest Ohio, including Huffy, which led to a long working relationship with the Schwinn 
Bicycle Co. in Chicago. In the 1960s, Walters produced dozens of 30-minute public service 
television shows that aired nationally and promoted the health benefits of bi~ycling and 
featured the U.S. Olympic cycling team. 
Walters, who grew up in East Dayton and Oakwood, started his career as a 16-
millimeter film producer who wrote and produced live television shows. In the 1950s, he wrote 
and produced a weekly live news magazine show on WHIO-TV called "Enterprise," which 
featured business and scientific news. His Kettering company grew to 21 employees, but he 
eventually scaled it in half when he realized "I was no longer a producer, I was a businessman." 
Today, the Bellbrook resident teaches electronic media courses at the University of Dayton, 
where he earned a master's in communication in 1987. 
"I remember taking road trips with the Bengals and reading all these heavy textbooks on 
the plane. The players would tease me, 'What are you trying to be? A professor or something?' 
Well, yeah," he says, with a laugh. "I always thought that one day I would sell the company 
and teach." 
This summer, he'll work with UD students to begin digitizing and archiving the 
collection. In a new lab in the basement of the Jesse Philips Humanities Center, the students will 
use digital editing equipment to transfer between 500 and 600 hours of material to DVD, a 
digital storage system that will allow all of the collection to be stored and preserved on disks on 
a couple shelves instead of in scores of boxes in a storeroom. 
"I've consulted with the National Archives about the best way to preserve the material. 
A digital recording will presumably last longer than the form they're in now. You'll be able to 
walk to your computer, type in 1959 and David Rike, and he's on your screen immediately. 
There's no rewinding or fast fotwarding. In this format, you can easily put the material on Web 
sites or transfer it to video," Walters says. "It's Hollywood media quality." 
Although Walters enjoys knowing that his work will be preserved, he says his donation 
is "an effort to preserve history" and spur other media companies to donate their materials to 
UD' s archives. "We can build the nucleus for one of the best electronic media collections in the 
country," he says. 
The Walters' collection is expected to be accessible to the public in 2001. 
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For media interviews, contact Glenn Walters at (937) 229-2058 or 
walters@udayton.edu. 
